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Prayer of Support                     

Fr Baiyi has headed home to China to be with his family as they mourn the recent passing of 

his father Zhengchong Gong. At this difficult time, we hold Fr Baiyi and his family in our 

prayers.  

Excellent Learning and Teaching 2018 - Last week we outlined our whole school 

goals for 2018.  Teaching and learning is one of the four essential elements of our whole 
school goals.   As a school we believe that it is the collective responsibility of all members of 
our community to create a learning environment that maximises opportunities for every 
child to engage, progress and achieve to their true potential.   

Throughout 2018 we continue to work to cultivate excellent learning and teaching across all 
curriculum areas. We are working together to further improve our student achievement with 
Reading (P-2) and Writing (Yrs 3-6) through consistent and effective teaching strategies.  

As part of the delivery of excellent learning and teaching, teachers work in teams to analyse 
the progress of all learners to identify students learning needs and specifically align these 
needs to targeted learning experiences. Student progress is monitored using a variety of 
external and internal data collection tools. An example of external tools is NAPLAN and the 
use of the PAT-R (reading) comprehension and PAT-M numeracy test.   An internal example 
of this data collection can be seen in the targeted assessment items you will be shown at 
parent teacher interviews in coming weeks.   

At St. Peter’s the assessment of student learning is an integral part of our learning and 

teaching cycles. It is the process through which our teachers identify, gather and interpret 

information about student achievement to improve, enhance and plan for further learning.  

These assessment processes involve: 

• Providing a variety of formal and informal opportunities for students to demonstrate what 
they know and can do in terms of identified learning intentions and success criteria 

• Gathering and recording evidence of students’ achievement 

• Making judgements about students’ demonstration of learning intentions and success 
criteria. 
The assessment of student achievement is recorded and reported on in many ways.  This 

reporting occurs both formally and informally.  The following table outlines how we report 

your child’s progress to you.        

7 Mar – Swimming Carnival 
5.15pm 
 
8 Mar – School Open Day 
(Morning 9.00am-10.30am 
& Afternoon 4.30pm-6pm) 
 
9 Mar – Cape Crusader Day 
 
12-16 Mar – Prep to Yr 2 
Swimming and ‘Well Being 
Week’ 
 
19-22 Mar – Parent 
Teacher Interviews 
 
20 Mar – Harmony Day 
 
22 Mar – Gala Sports Day 
(Yrs 4-6) 
 
26 Mar – Readers Cup 
(Yr6) 
 
29 Mar – Holy Week 
Liturgy 
Last day of School 
 

PRINCIPAL 

Bronwyn Buckley 
 

APA 

Robert Campbell 
 

ACTING APRE 

Kathleen Crawford 
 

PRIMARY LEARNING 

LEADER 

Jo Cridland 
 

PARISH PRIEST 

Fr Baiyi Gong 

 



 
 

 

 

Term One • Parent Information Evening  

• Informal Interviews arranged by mutual consent 

• Formal Parent Teacher interview   

Term Two • Informal Interviews arranged by mutual consent 

• Folios 

• Summary of Student Progress Semester 1 (Report Card) 

Term Three • Informal Interviews arranged by mutual consent 

Term Four • Informal Interviews arranged by mutual consent 

• Folios 

• Summary of Student Progress Semester 2 (Report Card) 

 

All our teachers are looking forward to sharing information with you about your child’s achievements during Term One, 

at our upcoming parent teacher interviews in Week 9. 

Working in partnership –  

Thank you to all our Prep and Grade One parents who attended our reading workshop on Tuesday.  This activity is just 

one example of how the school and home can work together to maximise opportunity for student achievement.  

Students at St Peter’s can only reach their true potential through the co-operative effort and effective communication 

of all stakeholders. The parent teacher connection is at the heart of this.  By working together, we can maximise 

opportunities for all students and encourage children to discover the joy and love of reading and writing.  

One of the most common questions I am asked by parents in my role as Primary Learning Leader is how can I assist my 

child with their reading and writing. Your role as an advocate for your children’s reading success cannot be 

overestimated.  It has a direct impact on the ease and confidence with which they pursue their reading and writing.  It 

is sharing a good book on a nightly basis that sets the foundation for reading success, and that reading is given the 

priority it deserves.   

As parents and carers, you create the home context for reading and set the tone for how reading is valued. Fear, anxiety, 

stress and humiliation have no place in the reading experience. The ‘payoff’ for reading together has to be worth coming 

back to night after night after night. When reading together is the best 

time of your children’s day and the best time of your day, it is worth 

turning up. The right book infused with fun, laughter, and love goes a 

long way in creating life-long readers who in thirty years’ time recall 

with joy being snuggled on the lounge with you and their favourite 

book. 

All students develop literacy skills in different ways and at different 
rates. The selection of text appropriate to your child’s level of 
achievement will maximise opportunity for your child to have a positive 
experience with unknown text. The Five finger test diagram can assist 
you in ascertaining if your child is ready to independently try books you 
might be looking at together. 

There is no magical formula for learning to read. Children learn in their 
own time, at their own pace. There is no critical age when all children 
should have mastered reading. When children are learning to walk and 
talk, we accept different levels of progress – it is the same with learning 
to read and write. Children need ongoing quality experiences with 
books. Providing a regular, reading routine at home assists children in 
their quest for reading success. 



 
 

 

 

Some tips for home reading 

• Establish a home reading routine. Read aloud with your children every day. Ten minutes for each child around a book of 

his/her choice. If English is your second language, read in your home language. If you lack confidence in reading aloud, the 

fact that you are reading with your child is what matters. Talk about the illustrations and contribute where you can. Share 

your excitement for reading and this will be the model your child will adopt. 

• The reader holds the book! There is a lot of power and control in the world of reading. The reader needs to have the power. 

• During home reading time, turn off electronic devices and give each child ten minutes of your undivided attention. 

• Before you read a book, set your child up for success. Reading is not a test! Reading time is only ten minutes so do some of 

the following: Keep the introduction short – one minute is enough. Talk about the illustrations and the title. Read the blurb 

and talk about the author, talk about any unusual words, read a page here and there as your child flicks through the book, 

discuss the characters. This is a short introduction, not an interrogation. If the book is already a familiar one, then this step 

is unnecessary. 

• If reading time is stressful, move the reading to a new location. Instead of sitting at the kitchen bench, move to the lounge 

room floor, or go outside and sit under a tree or take the books to the local coffee shop. 

• Find a reading time that works for your family. Limit the time and set the timer if reading in the past has always been difficult. 

It is better to have an enjoyable 10 minutes than a laborious 30 minutes where everyone is left feeling frustrated. 

• At the end of the 10 minutes, ask questions that encourage discussion, for example: What was your favourite part? Tell me 

about the characters. What do you think will happen next? What did you think about that setting? What do like/ dislike about 

this book? There is no need to interrogate the reader. Make it a conversation as you would in a book club. 

• Encourage your child to read independently. A bedside light is one of the best enticements for your child to read before going 

to sleep. After the 10 minutes of reading with you, the child can elect to continue reading independently. 

• The less you interrupt the 10 minutes of reading, the more you are supporting the readers independence, resilience and 

confidence. Zip your lips, monitor the miscues, and listen as your child reads. 

• Avoid judging your child’s reading with words such as: ‘good’, ‘excellent’ or ‘getting better’. Instead say things about the 

strategies your child uses when reading such as: ‘I like how you read on when you came to that difficult word.’ ‘I like how you 

changed your voice to be the voice of the character in the story’. ‘I noticed that you reread the bit that did not make sense.’ 

• If you child is reading independently and has reached the level of chapter books, it is not necessary for you to read aloud 

together any more. Your job is done. That is not to say, you cannot continue to share reading time because it is what you 

love to do as a family or that you sit and read silently together or that you talk about the books your child is reading because 

you are interested in his reading choices. Readers read differently in their heads as compared to reading aloud. 

• Visit the local library — make it a family ritual on a set day every week. Let your children select their books while you select 

books you are interested in reading. Not every book has to be read cover to cover. Your child might select books based on 

illustrations or information about a topic of interest. 

• Independent readers pick and choose what they read. They are entitled to read some and reject others. They are entitled to 

not complete books because they are boring. Readers make choices. 

• Model what it means to be an enthusiastic reader. Create a home of readers where everyone reads – It is just what we do in 

this house! Talk about what you have read. Read aloud what makes you laugh and share it with your child . 

Source: Primary English Teacher Association 



 
 

 

 

Date Reminder: Naplan Parent Information Session - 

Grade 3  This Friday, we will hold a brief parent information 

session in the library from 8 – 8:30 before school. During the session, you will hear about the NAPLAN weekly timetable, 

see some previous tests and have an opportunity to ask questions related to NAPLAN. 

Parent Teacher Interviews - Parent Teacher interviews are being held from Monday the 19th of March to 

Thursday 22 March. We are using the Parent Teacher Online (PTO) to book the interview 

appointments.  It is expected that all families engage in this essential part of our reporting process. 

If you cannot access this or if you have not received an email with your PIN code, the office will be 

happy to assist you. 

Curriculum Capers Number Two - Curriculum Capers number two are now available on the parent portal.  Don’t 

forget to ask your child “What are you Learning” (WALT) when they talk about their day at school. 

Enjoy -  We wish Mrs Kathleen Crawford (APRE) our best wishes as she heads overseas to the LA Congress, an 

international event that gathers Catholics together to hear guest speakers talk on a variety of topics and show case 

resources. Kathleen was selected as part of a group representing Brisbane Catholic Education! We look forward to 

hearing all about it on her return at the start of Term 2. 

Swimming Carnival Update - Swimming Carnival Wednesday 7th March 

Rochedale SS Pool - The P&F will be selling Cold Drinks and PIZZA!! We will have 

Cheese, Meatlovers, Hawaiian, and Vegetarian flavours available for purchase on the 

night. Only a small amount of Gluten Free available $3 per qtr, or $10 a whole pizza, 

mix the flavours as you like! Drinks will be $2. Please bring correct money or small 

notes to help us out.  

Looking forward to seeing many of you at our swimming carnival tonight.  

Jo Cridland (on behalf of the Leadership Team) 

 

 

Parent Paper Work/ Ed Smart – Early use of our new paper work system shows early success in 

collating and organising notes, success in ensuring notes reach parents and environmental and business 

savings! Once the initial medical permission form is set up the program saves your information! We 

already saved nearly one and a half thousand pieces of paper! 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

Student of the week 

Award Winners – Week 6 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PA Jaya W 

PB Aidan H 

PC Sam I 

1A Harper D 

1B Carmela H 

1C Rivalee H 

2A Jake H 

2B Anaya K 

2C Leo R 

3A Lennox G 

3B  

3C Aryan K, Alyssa I 

4A Figenie I 

4B Taylor S, Dean S 

4C  

5A Mia C 

5B Charlotte B, Samantha R 

6A Luna J 

6B Adam B 



 
 

 

 

Sports News 

Swim Carnival (Yr3-6) - This evening will be the 2018 St Peter’s Swim Carnival at Rochdale State School. We look 

forward to a fun and exciting evening with the first event being the House Relay at 6pm. 

Students selected for the Zone II Carnival at Chandler on Friday 16th March (during school time) will receive their 

information and permission form later this week.  Please return all of this info back to Mrs Dinnen asap. 

Prep—Yr 2 Swimming - Prep -Yr 2 Swimming will take place next week (12-16th March).  Students will attend one 

lesson per day at Logan Aquatic Centre and will be transported to and from the venue via bus with their class teacher.  

Please ensure all permission forms have been retuned online by the end of this week and all clothing/equipment is 

named. 

Gala Day (Yr4-6) - Gala Day will be held in week 9 on Thursday 22nd March.  Sports this term are Soccer & Korfball 

which will be played at Bottomley Park & Wembley Park respectively.  Training will be held from 2-3pm each Thursday 

and continue until the event on 22/3. 

Information and Permission/Medical Form has been sent out this week via email.  Please reply and send back asap 

please.  

Cross Country Training - Cross Country Training will start next week on Tuesday morning 13th March (7.45-

8.15am) and will run every Tuesday until the Cross Country Carnival on May 4th. Training is open to students in Yr 1-6. 
Students should wear sneakers and other socks and then change into their school shoes/socks after training has 
finished.   

A water bottle and hat are essential items.  Please be on time at 7.45am in order to benefit from the full session. 

Prep-Yr 3 Golf - St Peter’s have received some funding from Sporting Schools (an Australian Government Initiative) 

for Term 1 and we have decided to offer the Prep—Yr 3 classes Golf starting in week 6/7 during their HPE lesson on a 

Monday or Tuesday. The focus of the lessons will be on fun, basic skills and co-ordination.  These lessons will be 

conducted on the Top Oval or Hall so students will require a hat/water bottle to participate.  Thanks to Jay from First 

Swing Golf for providing our students with these fun and exciting sessions. 

 

 



 
 

 

 

Well Being Week is back – This term we focus on being upstanders against bullying!  

 

ST PETER’S SAYS BAM! TO BULLYING 



 
 

 

 
 

Project Compassion – Supporting Injustice on a Local and Global scale 

During next week students can buy a “superhero mask” to decorate and wear on Friday 

- COST $1 

Friday Cape Crusader Day - Wear your favourite “superhero cape” to celebrate being a hero 

helping others.  

Cost by Donation - Money received from Fridays Caped 

Crusader Day will go towards helping asylum 

seekers in our local community. A call has been received by St Peter’s 

School and Parish to help out. Let’s see what St Peter’s can do.  

 
 
 
Message from our Guidance Counsellor - Ready for Learning  

 
Here are some helpful tips to try out at home to assist your child(ren) to get the most out of their school day:- 

• Get a good night's sleep - According to the World Health Organisation, children aged 0-9 years need 10-
11hrs sleep per night, and children aged 10 and over require 9-10 hours for healthy brain 
development.  Children who have had an adequate night's sleep are able to maintain the best level of 
alertness throughout the day.  Children get very tired from a big day of learning, and may need to go to 
bed at 7:30pm.  Children over 10 may start going to bed a little later as their internal body clock changes, 
however they still need a full night's sleep to function effectively.  Recent studies found that 90% of 
teenagers are getting inadequate sleep.  Ensure there are no electronic devices or televisions in the 
bedroom as this will impact on sleep patterns. 

• Rich language - Children who are surrounded by rich language in their home and school environments are 
more successful at school.  This does not have to be the English language, but may be the first language of 
parents.  Rich language is language that has a broad variety of vocabulary, and makes communication and 
sharing of ideas fun and interesting.  By offering explanations about how things work, why things are, or 
how things are related, children are developing important neural pathways to help them access the 
opportunities in their world.  An interesting book read and discussed can offer so much rich vocabulary and 
conversation.  Best of all, families are bonding by spending time together talking about interesting things! 

• Have fun together - By making time in your busy day to let your hair down with your child(ren), you are 
demonstrating the value you place on your time together, as well as the importance of making time in life 
for fun.  Their days at school can be hectic and hard work as teachers work with them to fulfil curriculum 
requirements, and as they negotiate the sometimes complex social environment.  Playing together is a 
wonderful way to help them relax and unwind at the end of the day, and important time spent together as 
a family. 

Kathy Casley  
Guidance Counsellor 

 

 



 
 

 

 

Mother’s Day - Thank you to everyone who has donated to the Mother’s Day Stall so far. Please keep the donations 

coming! We are still in need of coffee mugs, bath loofahs, stationery, nail polish and small beauty purses. Donations can 

be handed in at the office. Remember they need to be NEW and UNUSED. Thank you again for supporting our school 

community.  

Tracey D 

Deanery Youth Mass - St Maximilian Kolbe Catholic Parish will be holding a Deanery Youth Mass on Friday 16th 

March at 6.30pm. All youth and young families are invited to attend and celebrate at 26-38 Macarthy Rd Marsden.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

Easter Passion Play Turns 60 

The Iona Passion Play:  4 

performances only 

Matineés: Sat Mar 24 & Sun Mar 25 at 

2pm 

Evening: Sat Mar 24 & Good Friday 

Mar 30 at 7pm 

IPAC Theatre, Iona College, LINDUM 

Tickets:     Early Bird:  $15-$19          

At the Door:  $20-$22 

Children (5-14) $7         

Children (under 5) Free on a lap 

Group discounts available. 

Bookings: online 

atwww.passionplay.org.au 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.passionplay.org.au/


 
 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 


